


SENATE HOUSE

RALPH L. TUCKER, BRUNSWICK, CHAIR
MICHAEL G. DEVIN, NEWCASTLE

JESSICA L. FAY, RAYMOND

STANLEY PAIGE ZEIGLER, JR., MONTVILLE
LORI K. GRAMLICH, oLD ORCHARD BEACH
DANIEL J. HOBBS, weLLs

RICHARD H. CAMPBELL, orRRINGTON
PETER A. LYFORD, EDDINGTON

THOMAS H. SKOLFIELD, weLo

CHRIS A. JOHANSEN, MONTICELLO

EVERETT BROWNIE CARSON, DISTRICT 24, CHAIR
JUSTIN M. CHENETTE, DisTRICT 31
ROBERT A. FOLEY, piSTRICT 34

DAN TARTAKOFF, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST
CALEB ROEBUCK, COMMITTEE CLERK

STATE OF MAINE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

TO: Troy Jackson, President of the Senate
Sarah Gideon, Speaker of the House of Representatives

FROM: Brownie Carson, Senate Chair

Ralph L. Tucker, House Chair
Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

DATE: February 7, 2019

RE: Environment and Natural Resources Committee Rules of Procedure

Attached, please find an amended version of the model rules of committee procedure for your
review. Ata February 7, 2019 meeting, 10 members of the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee present voted unanimously in favor of the proposed changes, which provide:

1. Quorum. Unless otherwise determined by the chairs, every committee meeting will start
once a quorum is present (Section 2A, page 1).

2. Attendance. Each committee member must also notify the committee clerk whenever the
member anticipates arriving late to a public hearing or work session (Section 3, page 1).

3. Eating restrictions. Committeec members may consume beverages only during public
hearings and may consume beverages and food during work sessions. Unless otherwise
determined by the chairs, lunch breaks will be 30 minutes long or members may be allowed to
retire in pairs to take lunch while the meeting continues (Section 6C, pages 3).

4. Dress code. Dress code for members during public hearings is business and during work
sessions is business casual (Section 6-A, page 3).

5. Use of electronic devices. Electronic devices may be used by members during meetings to
take notes or access information relevant to a bill or other legislative matters. Texting and
emailing during meetings is discouraged. Members must silence or turn off phones during
meetings and should pay a voluntary $5 fine if their phone rings, to be deposited into a
committee fund for the purchase of food to be consumed by members during meetings. If the
chairs have reminded the audience to silence their phones during a meeting and an audience
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member’s phone subsequently rings, that audience member will be asked to pay a voluntary $5
fine into the same committee fund (Section 6-B, page 3).

6. Procedures for public hearings. The chairs may choose to use a sign-up sheet for public
hearings and, to the extent possible, give speaking order preference to those audience members
who have traveled the furthest to testify. Unless otherwise determined by the chairs, a three-
minute clock will be used for all hearings. Additional changes set forth procedures for the taking
of testimony during hearings based on the following order: sponsor and co-sponsor(s); other
legislators; state agency representatives; members of the general public and representatives of
public and private organizations; and registered lobbyists (Section 7, pages 3-5).

7. Procedures for work sessions. Clarifies that audience participation during work sessions
will only be allowed by the chairs to the extent their comments may help clarify relevant
questions asked by the committee (Section 8B, page 5).

8. Partisan caucusing. Partisan caucusing during a meeting may be requested by any member
and allowed by the chairs for a specified period of time. Caucusing should be kept to a
minimum if members of the public are waiting for the committee to reconvene after caucusing
(Section 8-A, page 5).

9. Reports. Clarifies that voting will be taken by a show of the hand, but that a member may
request and the chairs may allow a vote by the yeas and the nays (Section 9B, page 5).

10. Use of committee room. Clarifies that the chairs’ office is also available for member use

(Section 13, page 7).

cc: Members, Environment and Natural Resources Committee
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Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
129th Maine Legislature
First Regular Session

COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURE

NOTICE REGARDING COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Joint Rule 304 provides that at the beginning of each legislative biennium, the presiding officers shall
establish procedures that govern public hearings, work sessions and confirmation hearings. Once
established, copies of the procedures must be sent to the committees, the Secretary of the Senate, the
Clerk of the House and the Executive Director of the Legislative Council. A committee by majority
vote may make exceptions to the rules and notify the presiding officers of exceptions to the rules.
Final committee rules must be posted and made available upon request at all public hearings and work
sessions.

The rules of procedure in committee are the same as the rules of the Senate and the House of
Representatives to the extent applicable. Committee procedures must be consistent with these rules.

1. Chair presides. Pursuant to Joint Rule 302, the Senate chair shall preside and in the Senate
chair’s absence, the House chair shall preside and, thereafter, as the need may arise, the chair shall
alternate between the members from each chamber in the sequence of their appointment to the
committee.

2. Quorum. The following defines a quorum and when it is required.

A. A quorum is 7 members of the committee, one of whom must be a Senator. A quorum must
be present to start a meeting. If 7 members of the committee are present but there is not a
Senator among those present, the committee may start a meeting only:

(1) with the authorization of the President of the Senate; or

(2) after notifying the Office of the President of the Senate that no Senators are present
and after 30 minutes has passed since the time the notice was given.

A quorum is not required to continue a meeting. Unless otherwise determined by the chairs,
every committee meeting will start once a quorum is present.

B. A quorum is not required for a vote on a motion to adjourn. All other votes require a
quorum; if 7 members of the committee are present but there is not a Senator among those
present, the committee may take such a vote only with the authorization of the President of the
Senate.

3. Attendance. It is each committee member's responsibility to notify the committee clerk
whenever the member is unable to attend a public hearing or work session or whenever the member

anticipates arriving late to a public hearing or work session.

4. Scheduling of hearings and work sessions. Joint Rules 304 and 305 govern the scheduling
and notice of public hearings and work sessions.






















